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The Ed Sez 
 

May Club night was a talk by IAM Chief  Examiner, Peter Rodger.  It was a good 

informative evening, and there was lots of interesting discussion and comments 

based on some probing questions set up by a couple of WAM members..  It also 

continued the trend of long club night talks by finishing well past my bed time!!!! 

 

A big THANKS to Peter for turning up for the evening. 

 

Also, at the time of typing this up, we still have an Open Day at The Shippons Pub 

in Irby on the 21st May, so well find out in due course how this went, and also we 

will have the FLC 2 starting on the 4th June, at the Cheshire Lines Building in 

Birkenhead, the location of which has been sorted out by Rob T. 

 

June Club night should also hopefully be a talk by Merseyside Police talk by Sgt 

Paul Mountford and Mike Abraham.  The talk will be on Drug Driving and Ride 

Safe Back Safe 

 

See you all soon 

 

Pete 
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A tale of Two Mikeséé 

 

Mike Lamb receives his  certificate for passing his IAM Test from Peter Rodger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Mike Cave receives his Observer Certificate from Peter 
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Rider Refresher  
 

IPSGA stands for Information, Position, Speed, Gear and Acceleration. 

 

It is a five phase system of motorcycle control and we happen to think it is a good 

riding strategy. 

Information 

Before you change lane position or speed you need to know what is happening in 

front, to the sides and behind you. 

 

Position 

 Always ride in the position that allows you to negotiate hazards safely.  

 

Speed 

 Adjust your speed to match an impending hazard, account for visibility, road 

surface, degree of cornering required, activities of other road users and the possi-

bility of unseen hazards in limited view cases (crests, curves, buildings, other 

vehicles, etc.)  Use the throttle, brake or (when on slippery surfaces) gears to give 

you the speed which will enable you to complete the maneuver. Aim to make all 

adjustments in speed smoothly and steadily; early anticipation is essential for this. 

  

Gear 

 Select the appropriate gear for the speed at which you intend to negotiate the 

hazard.  Pass through intermediate gears during the later stages of any braking. 

Except in slippery situations, avoid using your gears as brakes. 

  

Acceleration 

 Consider rear observation. Use the throttle to maintain your speed and stability 

through the hazard. Open the throttle sufficiently to offset any loss of speed due 

to cornering forces.  Accounting for speed, road surface, amount of turn required, 

other road users, traffic conditions ahead and behind, decide whether it is appro-

priate to accelerate away from the hazard.  Choose an appropriate point to accel-

erate safely and smoothly, adjust the amount of acceleration to the circumstance. 

  

 Use the system flexibly 
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 Adaptation is crucial to the changing circumstances. Used intelligently, it pro-

vides a logical but flexible sequence for dealing with hazards:    you should con-

sider all the phases on the approach to every hazard, but you may not deed to use 

every phase, the information phase spans the whole system and entails constant 

reassessment.   

 

Each phase is dependent on the one before and should be considered in sequence. 

Normally you would begin with the information phase and work through each 

phase in turn. If road conditions change, new information needs to be considered 

and re-enter the system at an appropriate phase, continuing in sequence. 

 

The system must be flexible in response to actual road conditions; not to be fol-

lowed rigidly if it is inappropriate to the circumstance. 

 

The phases cover all points you need to consider on the approach of a hazard. 

Each phase has a number of points; only apply those points that are relevant. 

 

The information phase overlaps every other phase of the system. Continuous as-

sessment of information runs through every phase of the system and is comprised 

in the acronym TUG; take, use and give. 

 

Taking, using and giving information introduces the system and continues 

throughout it. Because of your increased vulnerability as a motorcyclist, your safe-

ty and maybe your survival, depend on your ability to take, use and give infor-

mation.  
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Thursday Evening runs out  
 

For those new to the club, WAM have some Evening ride outs  
during the summer months between April and August  

 
They start from the Tudor Rose car park at 6:45pm and are  

informal runs.  
 

The first one will be after the April club night, which will be the 

14th  
 

Thursday Night run dates: -  
 

2nd June  

9th June  
16th June  

23rd June  
30th June  

 
7th July  

14th July  

21st July  
28th July  

 
4th August  

11th August  

18th August  
25th August  

Request for help 

If you want to observe for Bike Safe, could 

you please contact Chris Bowers on  

07976847247 

Or email     cbowers1@sky.com 
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WAM IOM TRIP  
May 2011  

 

Hi All Wammers, 

We had a great time over the bank holiday weekend in the IOM!  

Weather and roads fantastic!!! Company er,...  fantastic!  

 

We lost count how many times we rode round the TT track, and  the scenery was 

stunning although some of us were going too fast to notice particularly as there is 

no speed limit on the mountain section!     

   

Those who went were Paul McCormick BMW F800R ,Paul Bleasdale  Versys,  

Mike Cave  GSXR-750, Paul Brunt  Yamaha XJR1300 Barry Crossman Yamaha 

R1, Ken Fewtrell Barry's mate BMW K100, Colin Jones Ducati 800,  Sandra (Mrs 

Jones) Ian, Colin's mate and his wife Wendy  on Triumph Speed Triple and bring-

ing up the rear (as ever!) Dave Tiger 955i  

 

A great time was had by all.  

Attached are few pics to give you an idea of what we did!!!   

 

Dave   (full report next month) 
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