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The Ed Sez.............................  
 

WAM had their AGM in February, and there has been a few changed of names 

and positions of the Group Council.   

 

So for those who couldnôt make it, and for those who could(!),  here is a brief run-

down below:- 

 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:- 

Bob is resigning the post of Chairman this year.  Club seems to be in a decline 

with only 60 odd full members.  There are fewer Associates on the Fixed Length 

Courses, and is felt that the IAM is partly to blame by increasing costs which must 

be a contributory factor together with the general economic downturn.  We have 

had only 3~4 on each of the courses, in the past we used to have more.  The IAM 

side is in decline. The Club needs more members!!!!!!  However, the club is active 

with plenty of ride outs on the bikes on Sundayôs, Saturdayôs, and during summer, 

Wednesday and Thursday nights too.  We are always looking for fresh committee 

members, as we seem to have the regular core of members.  It has been noted that 

the Wirral Advanced Motorists are subsidising their associates on the courses.  It 

was pointed out that the car group is much larger than us, having in excess of 300 

members.   Help request from anyone to help increase member numbers of our 

club.  There will be Observer training courses run in 2010 

 

TREASURERS REPORT:- 

Current a/c  Ã3401.18    Deposit a/c  Ã0 

Newsletter costs high ï pdf and email?  Costs of printing wouldnôt reduce much if 

we did.  We only print 100 copies anyway. 

Bi monthly magazine? Try to reduce postal costs.  Committee to discuss 

Put magazine on web site? ï how do you know everyone can/has seen it?  The 

WAM magazine can be in a way a contact with the club. 

Advertising costs ï we have Mal Kirwan and [in the past] Hondatech 

Room hire has gone up to Ã40 per month and if bar as well, Ã50 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:- 

Assoc Fixed Length Course ASSFC 11 

Assoc Non-Fixed Length Course ASSNFC 2 

Full Member FULL 62 

Group friend GF 4 

Honorary HON 3 

Other OTH 8 

TOTAL MEMBERS 90 

Membership figures have dropped 17% since last year, the financial downturn 
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hasnôt helped.  Membership of IAM down too.  Luke will check IAM membership 

using the IAM website.  FLCôs costs so far are the same this year. 

Ride outs are well attended (Unofficial  runs) and the WAMbikes e-group website 

is popular. 

 

ASSOCIATE COORDINATOR REPORT:- 

There are three FLCôs pencilled in this year 

Last year we average 3~4 per course 

We have had 7 test passes, 1 fail, 1 not taken and 2 still requiring further training. 

FLC1 2010 starts on the 13th March 

We have had a few enquiries for 2010, but nothing definite.  In the past we have 8 

to 9 enquiries at this time of year.  May be its due to most riders doing BikeSafe?  

We also seemed to get a few from Bikesafe too. 

Presentation of IAM Pass Certificate to Roger Hones 

Observer Day is going to be the 6th March 2010, starting from Exmouth Street Fire 

Station.  Observers required! 

Posters for Publicity? 

Observer side organisation split between the Associate Coordinator, and Chief 

Observer.  Will use Training days to keep up Observer Hours ï must keep a log of 

runs.  Trainee observers hours count too for Trainee and Observer. 

 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS:- 

See page 2! 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:- 
[Rob TutchingsðNew Chairman] Thanks to Bob for past year.  Thanks to Ian 

Webb for the social events. 

Gee up committee members for 2010 & share load 

Observer Fuel costs.  Senior Observers/Trainee Observers doing observing request 

money from the Club, but must keep a log of runs, and claim at AGM.  Amount 

per session is preset depending on club funds, and is proposed at each AGM.  

Trainee Observers can claim too and be distributed equally, on a pro-rata basis, for 

a ófixed amountô per session, assuming the club can afford it. 

Trophy presentations:- 

Best Associate Award (donated by Dan Jeffries, one of WAMôs founding mem-

bers) goes to Derek Jeffries (who got a highly commended by the IAM examiner 

after the test) 

Gary Clarke Memorial Trophy goes to Ian Webb for all the efforts put in, in 2009 

Rear Observation Trophy goes to ....... Steve Walling for dropping his Tiger up a 

deserted back road (in 2008!) 

 

Thanks to everyone for turning up 
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Go to this link to find out the latest IAM Motorcycle events:- 

 

http://www.iam.org.uk/table/motorcycle_events_diary/ 

 

As of February 14th, the list is as follows...... 

 

MCN Bike Show, ExCel, London 4-7 February  

Scottish Bike Show, Edinburgh, 20-21 March  

National Bikesafe event, Sheffield, 12-13 June  

JUNE 2010 - Rider Skills Day - Knockhill  

OCTOBER 2010 - Rider Skills Day - Mallory Park 

 

There is another Rider Skills Day for 20th July at Silverstone (which at the time 

of typing obviously isnôt on the website....)  These Skills Days are all about en-

hancing you bike skills, and not about going balls out, but you can give the bike 

the bifters if you want.  I think the only óruleô is that you donôt out brake anyone 

going into corners and cut óem up.  I think this year they are all day sessions, so 

there should be quite a bit of track time.  Iôve did one in 2008, and last year me 

and Rob C did it.  Cost, not sure, but Mallory this year is Ã135. 

Have you tried the IAM Surety bike insurance?   Iôve just moved from E-bike to 

this, and saved a bit of money!   And if you observe, Class 1 business use is in-

cluded too!!   Find them here:-  

 

The IAM Surety Motorcycle Team 
Adelaide Insurance Services Ltd 
First Floor, Boucher Plaza 
4 ï 6 Boucher Road 

BELFAST 
BT12 6HR 

0845 602 9041  

enquiries@iamsurety.com  
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Club Night ï Tuesday 10th November 2009 
 

Shortly after Frank Melling (the 

Thundersprint organizer) gave us a 

talk at the October Club Night, Liz 

and I were shopping in Hein 

Gericke in Chester. In short, Head 

Honcho Steve Mort, in addition to 

providing some very generous raffle 

prizes on the Thundersprint / Jenny 

Tinmouth night ñvolunteeredò to 

give us a talk at one of our Club 

Nights. We said that it was a kind 

offer but weôd have to run it past the 

Committee Types for Official Ap-

proval. 

 

Think of me as the ñMark Thatcherò 

in commissioning the operation/

event whilst I passed the detail for 

approval to Ian Webb (the ñSimon Mannò) for imple-

mentation. Weôd proposed and agreed a talk about bike 

clothing and product development at HG. 

 

On the night, Steve arrived and let me know that heôd 

come up with the idea that Rona, who works in the 

shop, would be dressed in clothing from underwear up 

whilst he gave the talk. I wish heôd let me know before 

the night because I think we would have had a packed 

house! Yes, she did strip first! 

 

Sadly, Pete had been surgically removed from his cam-

era earlier in the day but he did use Steveôs camera to 

take some pics. Censored photographs are shown here 

(if youôll include Pete, please?). 

 

It was a good, informative, entertaining talk with lots of humour from both speak-

ers and the audience too! Rona was a very good sport but I think weôll leave it 

there? 

 

HG takes two years to design a product, test it thoroughly, get it approved and to 

the shelves. Feedback (not surprisingly?) has decreed that they now employ two 
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UK designers for our market and these 

products should be available from next year. Lovely! 

 

I know that weôre not at Club Nights regularly because of work and family com-

mitments but The Club could do with some more attendance when weôve got a 

Speaker on .... HINT ! 

 

Psst ï If you take your WAM membership card to HG and ask Steve discretely he 

informs that we can qualify for 10% discount on our purchases. 

 

Chris & Liz 

 

Please note ALL observersé 
 
 

ALL  OBSERVERS MUST keep both their 
IAM and  WAM group membership current 

for group insurance purposes.  
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Pat and Daveôs Trip to the Netherlands 
 

The annual Monotreffen (Single 

Cylinder Rally) fell on the first 

weekend in September, so we set 

off from Hull to Rotterdam on the 

Thursday evening sailing, taking 

our camper and lightweight 

(relatively) DR 750. The last few 

annual rallies have been by Nij-

megen, but this year it was much 

further north at Ossenzijl in the 

Weerribben National Park. 

 

We arrived at the campsite around 

lunchtime, chatted with a few 

regulars and being on the edge of 

a waterways network, we took out 

a Canadian canoe in the after-

noon.  Friday evening was spent 

in the large barn booked for the 

rally, a buffet was served and 

cheap drinks were available on a 

ticket system from the bar. 1 Euro per drink- 

beer or wine on a 5 or 10 Euro ticket. The 

evening was spent chatting with old friends. 

 

Saturday morning ï the ride out was scheduled 

for 10.00 am, but as usual it was late. We were 

led on a 2hr ride around the local countryside, 

ending in a place called Basse for their annual 

road racing TT. It consisted of historic racing 

bikes from the 50ôs, 60ôs and 70ôs in classes of 

50cc to 500cc including sidecars with no noise 

restrictions. The area was full of bikes with 

people walking everywhere, none of this elf 

and safety rubbish. 
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We spent the afternoon at 

the races and then went 

sightseeing at a pictur-

esque town called 

Geithoorn, The town is 

criss crossed with water-

ways on the edge of a large 

lake and each house is 

surrounded by water, like 

little islands, connected by 

bridges to the main foot-

path. Along these canals 

are small electric water 

taxis and personal leisure 

craft. Every dozen or so 

houses is a bar with live 

entertainment of various 

types, this included choirs 

and bands, this was a mag-

net for tourists. 

Back at the campsite there 
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was more chatting, and then into the barn for the live band and beer into the early 

hours. During the evening a couple of Belgians arrived, one was riding a Sarolea 

side valve fitted with a Honda front end and a car alternator, we were all laughing 

at the peculiar bike when he said that he went to the ownerôs club meet and they 

wouldnôt allow him to join in the group photo ï Belgians! 

 

10.00 am Sunday 

morning Pat and I 

arrived at Boijl to 

watch an 80 km 

vintage bike run 

around the local 

countryside. It was 

very much like a 

VMCC meeting in 

the UK, but with a 

lot more European 

and American 

bikes. I asked the 

organizers if we 

could have a map 

to follow the route, 

only to be told that 

they donôt use 

maps, just sticks in the ground with different symbols, a square for left,  a triangle 

for straight ahead and a circle for right, set at junctions. One of the last bikes to 

leave was a Czech Bohmerland ï a strange looking bike with a yellow painted car 

type wheels and a three seater bench seat with three occupants on board, two 

adults and a child, the childôs legs were too short to reach the footrests, so a pair of 

stirrups were used.  

 

We gave them 10mins. head start and then followed, easily catching the slower 

bikes. On one left turn was a square on a stick, but there was a bike going straight 

on into the distance, so not sure if it was an Oldtimer or not, we chased and caught 

the bike with its elderly rider and pillion. I pulled alongside and shouted, ôDo you 

speak Englishô, the reply was,ô yesô, so we told them that they had missed the last 

turning. We both stopped turned around, he thanked us and we headed back to 

join the route, continuing to the end of the run which finished at Boijl.  We then 

headed back to the now empty campsite, so we packed up, loaded the bike and 

headed back to Rotterdam for our return trip home, a rather short but enjoyable 

break. 

 

Pat & Dave 
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WIRRAL ADVANCED 

MOTORCYCLISTS 

Diary of Events   
www.w-a-m.co.uk/diary.htm 

**************** 

March 

6th - Observer Day at Exmouth Street Fire Station, 

more info from Mike or Steve 

 associatecoordinator@w-a-m.co.uk  

 chiefobserver@w-a-m.co.uk 

9th Club night - to be arranged 

13th FLC one starts 

April 

13th Club night -  

***************** 

Sundays - there is an informal ride out every Sunday 

starting from the Tudor Rose car Park, Two Mills, 

near the A540/A550 cross roads 

(group rides are non IAM approved runs out. ) 

 9:30am start timeé. 
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42 Elleray Park Road 
Wallasey 
Wirral 
CH45 0LH 


